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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Kindly rewrite Claims 1-16 and add Claim 17 as follows; please note that double 
brackets ("[[ ]]") have been used to indicate deletion of some text: 
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1 , (Currently Amended) A seal arrangement for reducing the seal gaps within a 
rotary flow machin e, pr e f e rably an axial turbomachin e. the seal arrangement comprising: 

[[-]] feavifig-rotor blades and guide vanes , which ar e r e sp e ctively . arranged in at least one rotor 
blade row and at least one g uide vane ro w, respectively, each row including a fastening contour. 
and each rotor blade and guide vane h av e r es p e ctiv e blad e /van e h aving blade r oots (2. 3) and 
vane roots which protrude into fastening contours within the rotor blad e rows and guide vane 
rows, respectively; 

[[-]] the blad e /van e b lade r oots Q^ ^and vane roots each h aving a respective platform 
(7, 8 ,21,31),; 

[[-]] a sealing element (4^4fl -comprising a p lastically deformable material being provid e d 
positioned 

^between at least two platforms (7, 8, 21, 31) of adjacent blad e /van e b lade r oots 

(ir ^and vane roots 

, ^along a rotor blade row^ or 

along a g uide vane row^ or 

^between a platform (7, 8 , 21, 31) of a blad e /van e b lade root (2, 3) of a rotor blade 

or guid e v ane root a nd a rotary flow machine component when directly adjoining the platform 

(7, 8 ,21,31). ; 

[[-]] the sealing element (4)-being firmly connected to at least one platform (7, 8, 21, 31) at 
leas^and having a thickness protruding from the surface of the at least one p latform 
(7> 8 ,21,31), 
chamct e riz e d in that; 

[[-]] fee -said at least t wo adjacent platforms (7, 8 , 21, 31) or fee -said p latform (7, 8,21,31) 
and fee -said component when d irectly adjoining the platform (7, 8 , 21, 31) enclose a cold gap Sc 
in fee-a_cold condition and a hot gap Sw in fee-a.hot condition during operation of the rotary flow 
machine. 

2. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 1 , charact e riz e d 
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in that th e conn e ction of w herein t he sealing element (4 ^is connected t o the platform 
(7. 8 , 21.31) is w ith a brazed/sold e r e d b razed connection, soldered connection, o r bonded 
connection. 

3. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in one of claims 1 and 
3claimJ_, charact e rized in that 

[[-]] wherein t he sealing element (4)-is applied to a platform as a layer material to a platform 
(7, 8 , 21, 31) by m e ans of a precipitation process^; and 

[[-]] in4hat -wherein t he sealing element (4)-and ^saidplatform (7, 8 , 21, 31) e nter into form 
a metallurgical combination. 

4. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 3, charact e riz e d 
ifl-fea^ -wherein the sealing element (4)-is,configured and arranged as a layer material can b e 
capable of being applied by flame spraying, galvanic precipitation^ or by plating onto the 
platfor m (7, 8 ,21,31) . 

5. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in [[one of claims 1 to 
4]] claim K charact e rized in that wherein t he plastically deformable material f4^4s -comprises a 
sintered metal, a metal foam^ or a porous metallic coating. 

6. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 5, charact e riz e d 
ift-feat -wherein t he sintered metal is- comprises a homogeneously baked combination from NiAl, 
FeAUorCoAl. 

7. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 5, characteriz e d 
in-^ ^wherein the metal foam is on e containing comprises at least one element selected from the 
group consisting of N i, Co^ aad/ef-A L and combinations thereof 
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8. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 5, charact e riz e d 
ifl-feat -wherein t he porous metallic coating e xhibits comprises MCrAlY, whefe -wherein M is a 
metal selected fr om the group consisting of Ni, Co^ ^=and Fe. 

9. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in one of claims 1 to 
fclaim K charact e riz e d in that th e following appli e s: wherein 

Sw Sc« 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in on e of claims 1 to 
9claim K charact e riz e d in that w herein the sealing element is configured and arranged so that 
when a contact pressure present between two platforms (7, 8 , 21, 31) or between the platform 

(7, 8 , 21, 31) and ^ ^said component when directly adjoining the platform (7, 8 , 21, 31) is 
exceeded in the hot condition of the rotary flow machine, the sealing element (4)-deforms 
plastically in order to form a minimum hot gap Sw 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 1 0, charact e riz e d 
ki-fe ^further comprising: 

a seal gap enclosed by both platforms or by the platform and the component when 

directly adjoining the platform, the seal gap defining a plane; and 

wherein the sealing element is configured and arranged so that the plastic deformation of 

the sealing element (4)-takes place substantially laterally relative to the plane of athe seal gap ^ 
6) enclos e d by both platforms (7, 8 , 21, 31) or by the platform (7, 8 , 21, 31) and the compon e nt 
dir e ctly adjoining th e platform (7, 8 , 21, 31) . 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in on e of claims 1 to 
44 claim L charact e riz e d in that wherein the rotor blades and guide yanes each comprise an 
aerofoil and wherein the sealing element (4)-has a wedge-shaped configuration and in that th e 
portion including a t hicker wedge end (43)4s-oriented to be facing toward the blad e /van e 
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aerofoils. 

13. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in one of claims 1 to 
44 claim h charact e rized in that wherein the rotor blades and guide vanes each comprise an 
aerofoiK and wherein t he platforms (7, 8, 21, 31) or the platform (7, 8, 21, 31) and the 
component when directly adjoining the platform (7, 8, 21, 31) have a contour protruding into one 
another, the sealing element (4) b e ing provid e d p ositioned at least on the-a_contour part facing 
toward the blad e /van e a erofoils. 

14. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in on e of claims 1 to 
4 ^1aim K charact e riz e d in that further comprising: 

^at least one cooling duct (72. 82) is provid e d which opens o pening fr om the platform 

(7, 8, 21, 31) in the region of the sealing element-(4). 

15. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in on e of claims 1 to 
4 0claim 1. charact e riz e d in that further comprising: 

a sealing protrusio n (7 4 ) i s provid e d on the platform (7, 8, 21, 31), opposite the sealing 

element-(4). 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The seal arrangement as claimed in on e of claims 1 to 
4 ^1aim L characteriz e d in that f urther comprising: 

the -said c omponent of the rotary flow machine adjoining the platform (7, 8 , 21, 31) is 

including an intermediate piec e, in th e form of comprising a distance piece^ or a heat insulation 
segment. 

17. (New) The seal arrangement as claimed in claim 1, wherein said rotary flow 
machine comprises an axial turbomachine. 
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